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ert F. Kennedy is secretly

. master-minding the mas-
sive operation to collect
$53 million in food and
drugs to “ransom” 1113
Bay &f Pigs prisoners
from Fidel Castro.

The President’s brother, if
was learned authoritatively
today, contacted representa-
tives of more than 200 food,
drug and transportation firms
to ask them to donate and
ship the suthes demanded
by Lastro.

Mhe industry spokesmen
were asked to conceal e
Kennedy Administration’s be-
hind-the-scenes role in the
ransom operation and to say
only that they had been
asked by the American Red
Cnpsgs t6° contribute the food,
drugh and shlppmg services.

ASSURANCES

. _But they demanded and got
secret assurances from the
- Attorney General that the
President and the U. S. Gov-
ef%aent consid(;r.fj&the
ransom @ “ é
" national interest, y&%}m
a humanitarlan gé

The ‘Red Cross
handhﬂg the vast job of col-
-lecting and arranging for
shipment of the supplies to
the Miami ared, for possible
transhipment to Havana this
week-end if the deal goes thru.

*  Castro has dema that
20 per cent of the rm] ion
in food and drugs be elivered
to Cuba as “evidence of good
faith” before he releases the

: prisoners captured in the
abortive Bay of Pigs invasion
in April, 1961.

AGREED

The industry men who
agreed to donate the supplies
also were assured by the At-
torney General and officials
of the State and Treasury De-
partments that:

eThe Government ulti-
mately would foot most of the
bill for the food, drugs and
transportation by holding
Shat bthese glfts are tax de-
uctible as
tributions” to %ﬁﬂﬁb&@"
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iRg ransom supplies

oland and John Amello, also of thp ATAA,
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erican Red Cross officials are working round-the-clock at headquarter
Left to rigl:t George €. Smith, director of the

iny of the firms involved
aly they expected to “about
bak even” as a result of

The Governme-nt would

compames to supply and
the food and drugs

The drug industry has heén
major target of the Kén-
hefly Administration..for ?
eged pvrice—fixing and anti-
A dozen ma-

n| a price- flxmg actiaon
bught by the Federal Tragde
Others

rg under invest} f'ion

obert Kennedy apparent-
v pstepped into the ransom
dppration after a previous at-
efapt fast fall failed to get
] S. firms to donate fapd
‘ drugs. It was led By
anes B. Donovan the New

dling the negotlatm 8
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Industry - leaders then de-

manded—and failed to .get—
assurances that the Adminis
tration was behind the ran-
som attempt, which blew up
with the Cuban crisis.

The President, at his last
press conference, ducked a
direct question as to whether
he considers the ransom ef-
fort in the “national inter-
est” He said only that he
was “sympathetic.”

Some industry officials said
%ey were summoned to
ashington to meet with the
Attorney General and other
Adlémmstratlon officials,
sa

The Maritime Departmentr

of the AFL-CIQ . also said the
Justice Departfifent was. ar-;
ranging the departure time:
for the African Pilot—a ship.
chart %d by the Red Cross to |
haul Fhe supplies to Cuba.
Unions are furnishing free la-
bor for the ship.

Induatry officials

insisted

he vent
rIv-ateI}lge

TWO GROUPS

Arrangements to colléet
food and drugs were made
with_twg majo
the Phar
turets
Grocer
Amerlca

‘Both Austin “Smlth presi-
dent of the'drug group, and
Paul C. W]HlS president of
the grocers’ association, said
they ‘had dealt with the Red
Cross in making arrange-
ments for the operatlon

But Mr, $;:g,1th Anformed
hig member n g special

PPTITRCTINY

LY. v,mmcturers of

Ten dorestic airlines,, Pan- _
American World Airways, 19!
¢ railroads and trucklng and i
steamship companies are
i joining in the operation. Some
are onerating at a loss and
mav not be able to recover
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